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TEXT:  John 3:16-21 
THEME:  GOD GAVE THE FIRST AND BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT 
 
16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.   19This 
is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not 
come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has 
been done through God."  (John 3:16-21) NIV84 
 
Dear Family and Friends of Dear Departed Sister, Judy, 
 
Christmas is a season of giving.  We give greeting cards to family, friends, and neighbors. 
We give gifts to loved ones as well as to those who serve us throughout the year by cutting 
our hair, picking up our trash, and working with us.  Perhaps you are finished with your 
cards and shopping or perhaps you some to do yet.  Know this, today you are receiving a 
gift from your mother, your grandmother, your friend, Judy.   
 
Judy was a very giving person.  She enjoyed giving of herself, her time, and her talents.  In 
a way, she embodied the will of God which instructs us:  “Carry each other's burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).  She was always 
concerned about helping others, especially anyone going through a particularly difficult 
time.  Perhaps that is why she devoted much of her life to helping those with special needs, 
teaching them to enjoy the water and swim.  Even one of her first jobs—a waitress on roller 
skates—involved serving others.  And her last job, a volunteer in our Trinity Lutheran 
Preschool, had her serving the little ones whose voices you just heard singing the praises 
of our God.  Yes, Judy was a very giving person—and she wanted to give you a gift today. 
 
At her funeral, she wanted all of you—her children, grandchildren, and friends—here in 
church to hear God’s Word.  She wanted to give you one final gift—the gift she considered 
to be the best and greatest gift of all—her Savior and your Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 
All our gift-giving at Christmas and throughout the year, whether we realize it or not, is 
patterned after God’s giving.  GOD GAVE THE FIRST AND BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT of all.  As our 
text says:  God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
God loved the world he had created, even though the crown of that creation—human 
beings—had gone bad and ruined it all.  Our sins did not stop God from loving us.  The sins 
of Adam and Eve and Cain and David and Judas and Paul and Luther and Hitler and Bin 
Laden and you and me and Judy did not turn off his love.  He loved the world and excluded 
no one.   
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Such love we do not easily understand.  But we need to know about it.  Many Christians 
like to refer to it by its Greek name, agape (ah-GAH-pay).  This kind of love is so much 
more than a feeling; it’s a resolve.  It doesn’t dream passively; it acts purposefully.  It 
doesn’t base its actions on how likable or worthy the object of love is; it acts in the best 
interest of its object.  God did not like sin; he hated it.  But he loved the world, which was 
trapped in sin, and he had to deal with sin. 
 
God’s love brought results.  He offered the ultimate sacrifice for the world he loved.  He 
gave his one and only Son.  This giving, however, meant more than having him born of a 
virgin mother and hailed by angels and shepherds as Savior.  God gave his Son as the 
necessary sacrifice for the world’s sins.  God gave his one and only Son for the cross.  
That’s why the cover of this funeral bulletin at Christmas time shows the death of Jesus 
with our text.  At Christmas and always—and especially at a Christian funeral—we need to 
remember that Jesus was born to die for our sins.  And Jesus rose to assure us that we will 
rise from the dead and live with him in heaven forever.  
 
Then Jesus goes on in our text to repeat what God’s gift meant: “whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Faith saves.  But not just any faith—faith in the 
Son of God, who was given as our sacrifice.   
 
Those, like Judy, who believe in him “shall not perish.”  Although we see many believers 
die, as you saw Judy die last Thursday, that’s just a physical death that ends our years on 
earth.  Believers, like Judy, live on forever with Jesus.  We believers enjoy life with Jesus 
now already on earth, and Judy certainly enjoyed life with Jesus, which is why she loved 
her church family so much and wanted to be here in church as often as she could.  But 
after death, we will know life in full glory.  That is what Judy knows right now with Jesus.  
She is not in a better place; she is in the best place.   
 
And Judy wants that for each of you.  That is why she wanted me to review God’s plan of 
salvation for you.  God the Father loved the undeserving world so much that he sent his 
Son to save it.  God the Son, speaking in our text, came to fulfill the Father’s will and win 
eternal life for all people.  Jesus did that, but it benefits only those who have saving faith in 
Jesus.  Therefore, God the Spirit comes to work the saving faith people need to receive the 
gift of eternal life.  He brings about a new birth through the Means of Grace, the Gospel in 
the Word and Sacraments, which are given right here in this church week after week. 
 
Believe and live.  This is God’s—and Judy’s—gift to you.  Don’t reject it; receive it with 
gratitude and love.  Amen.   
 

—Pastor Richard D. Starr 

  
 


